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POLICY:

It is the policy of the University of Kansas Hospital to handle pharmaceutical samples in accordance with the following procedures.
DEFINITIONS:
Hospital Inpatient Care Area - All inpatient nursing units

Hospital Ambulatory Care Area - An outpatient care setting operated by the hospital (e.g., Mid-America Cardiology clinic, Radiation Oncology, Emergency Department, Outpatient Dialysis) 

PROCEDURES:

1) Hospital Inpatient Care Area

a) Professional drug sample medications will not be stocked in hospital inpatient care areas and will not be administered to inpatients. Any sample medications found in inpatient hospital areas will be removed for destruction.

2) Hospital Ambulatory Care Area
a) Hospital ambulatory care areas may stock and dispense professional drug samples when the following information is tracked: date dispensed, patient, sample medication, quantity provided, lot number(s) and staff initials. Physicians dispensing samples are responsible for providing directions for use and ensuring patient education.

b) Samples are not to be used during the patient’s stay in the ambulatory care area.
3) Hospital-operated areas will be inspected for compliance with this policy as outlined in the Department of Pharmacy’s Inspection of Drug Storage Areas Policy.
JCAHO STANDARD REFERENCE:

MM.2.20
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